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Diverging	Flints	was	inspired	by	an	Emily	Dickenson	poem	(from	which	the	
title	is	a	quote),	in	which	the	poet	uses	the	spark	created	by	struck	flint	as	a	
metaphor	for	human	interaction.	In	the	interactions	among	the	trio	
members	and	in	its	harmonic	and	rhythmic	development,	my	composition	
celebrates	the	chance	meeting,	and	its	potential	power	to	change	forever	
the	individuals	involved.		

	

	

We	met	as	Sparks—Diverging	Flints	
Sent	various—scattered	ways—	
We	parted	as	the	Central	Flint	
Were	cloven	with	an	Adze—	
Subsisting	on	the	Light	We	bore	
Before	We	felt	the	Dark—	
A	Flint	unto	this	Day—perhaps—	
But	for	that	single	Spark.	

--Emily	Dickinson	
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