
LINDA  DUSMAN:

Elio: Visions of Light II

for soprano solo
(with optional hand drum)



Elio: Visions of Light II is a setting of fragments of poetry by the Greek lyric poet Sappho 
for soprano solo with optional hand drum. It was arranged from the original Elio: Visions 
of Light from 1985 by request from the Serbian soprano Ana Spasic.



TEXTS:

Movement I: elio (light) Movement III:     
faos  epischi (light spreads) chryssoterra (more golden than gold)

Chryssopethilos Avos
 (gold-sandalled Dawn)

Movement II: tetix (cricket)
Standing by my bed

At noontime In gold sandals
When the earth is Dawn that very
Bright with flaming Moment woke me.
Heat falling straight down (transl. Mary Barnard)

The cricket sets Movement IV:
Up a high-pitched asteres (stars)
Singing in its wings Vrothothaktylos selanan 
(transl. Mary Barnard) (rosy fingered moon)

Pleiathes (the Pleiades)

The moon has set
And the Pleiades;
It is midnight

And time passes
I lie alone.
(transl. D.A. Campbell)

(Special permission for the use of the Mary Barnard translation granted by the Univerity of 
California Press; special permission for the use of the D.A. Campbell translations granted 
by the Trustees of Harvard University; special thanks to Eudoxia Cutler for additional 
translations.)
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