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Instrumentation:

Piccolo

Flute 1 + 2

Oboe 1 + 2

Bb Clarinet 1 + 2

Bassoon 1 + 2 (+ contrabassoon)

F Horn 1,2,3,4

C Trumpet 1+ 2

Trombone 1,2,3

Tuba

Violins I and II

Violas

Cellos

Bass

Timpani (with small triangle)

Percussion 1: bass drum, large sus. cymbal, ratchet

Percussion 2: small triangle, tenor drum, tam-tam, thunder sheet

Percussion 3: Snare drum, large and small woodblock

Percussion 4: 5-octave marimba, crotales, ratchet



What	Remains	constitutes	the	second	piece	in	a	series	of	works	embodying	the	
concept	of	pis	aller—“paths	of	last	resort,”	for	me	a	fitting	metaphor	for	our	time	of	
great	immigrations,	political	extremes,	and	sudden	local	disruptive	violence.	What	
Remains	explores	specifically	the	human	trait	of	obsession	that	often	drives	
individuals	to	this	final	recourse,	and	that	path’s	potential	for	leading	toward	both	
great	good	and	great	evil.			

What	remains	at	its	end?	The	air	we	breathe,	the	lives	that	air	enables,	our	shared	
potential	for	good,	and	the	possibility	of	an	arrival	at	that	end,	rather	than	its	
opposite.	What	Remains	stands	as	a	reminder	of	humanity’s	collective	responsibility	
to	walk	a	path	away	from	obsessive	violence	and	ugliness	toward	intentional	peace	
and	beauty.	
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**completely on the bridge, toneless, fingers rest lightly on all 4 strings on the fingerboard

**

free, do not coordinate

Baltimore, Maryland

August 2019
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