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For the Boston Musica Viva, 
Richard Pittman, music director 

PERFORMANCE NOTES 

TIMING - This piece moves in "breath" or "process" timing -
"the time it takes to do something" as well as in "pulse" 

fr metric)timing. 

The score does not represent timespans graphically since a 
great deal of the material is repetitive. Therefore, 
sections with extended solo writing are longer graphically 
and not actually. 

There should be no awkward ensemble cueing points. The 
CONDUCTOR will make decisions about lengths of sections 
and will cue entrances and exits of players. 

MANNER OF PLAYING - Unless otherwise stated, keep a relaxed, 
centered flow and avoid rigid execution at all times. The 
overall spacial flow - energy shapes being flung, carved, 
wafted in and out of the whole soundspace - is central to 
this piece. The image is of sound energy spun into resonant 
thread and uncoiled from its source. 

Performers play from score - total ensemble awareness by 
performers is important. 

CONDUCTOR - main responsibility is ensemble flow, dynamic 
and enerqy balances and pacing of sections . 

Conductor should breathe, feel free to move 
expressively, and be central to the "continuing thread" 
ide a . Jp;(!,hi JV>!ll~>"o//move.s aJoA?i- a1e//. 

FLUTE - it is important to use !_i::i_h_alE: as well as ':..>0~~1:.':.. 
"melo<iical]y" , as motion forms, to create a . 
continuous energy f 1 OW . /JlwAf.fS 11rticuh1T-e.. f't71'11 tlte dr11p4,'1"') 

- ordinary manner of tone production 

- traveree air sound- completely relaxed embouchure. 

- covered air sound - mouth completely covers em-
bouchure hole (exhaled) 

- covered air sound - mouth covers embouchure (inhaled) 

are interchangeable and should be alternated as neede<i. 

~.].'C?J-\lJ·i.1)-, indicates unbroken, flowing transition from one 
manner nf ~lavinq tn annthPr. 
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FLUTE (continued) 

a , e, u, a (vowels) l 
sh, H, T (consonants) ) 

o , used "melodically" to color "air " 
sounds & shape attacks & decays 

" s ubtone" or "covered tone" - used often in low§ sequence ~,. - ,, 
also as "dove sounds":~ •5,._b/one 

'·~-r~- f,;11 te~s 

/I 

L-~- i_ - flutter tongue 

- vibrato speeds 
~ 

results in ho llow, 
fluid , grc1ceful 
"covered sounds " 

CLARINET - clarinet part is composed entirely of "timbral 
melodies" caused by u sing alternate fingerings for the ,If: S°IAbfone Ms Cfre,1f 
same note. A diagram and fingering chart is attached. CArr-'1,~q P"ltJ~.,,, 
NB:~Clarinet must play as softly as humanly possible · 

throughout the piece except when clearly stated otherwise. 

Allow time for "timbral crossovers" to happen. 
of the high B alternation, there is an "escape " 
usually sounds. Allow the "break" , play softer 
do not insist upon supporting the tone. 

x, v, z, zz- imlicate kt_.ys opcrMt_•cl hr 0 1u- uf th(· fingers 
· 11onnallv covering a lwlt·. \\'li<·n tl1l' y arc used 

the hole is left open. 

A, G-sharp opt'rated b)' 1st fing1.:r; T-thumh hnle and 
R- Register ker by ldt thumh; E, F, l◄'-sharp 
and G-sharp by littl1..· lingers. 

) - Parentht·sis indica te that tlil' use of that ker or holt· 
is optiona l in that fi111,tt·ri11g, dcpl't1di11g 011 i11to11a­
tio11 and rt·sonan<·e on ;1 p.irlil'11lar i11str11me11t. 
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ARIADNEMUSIC (performance notes - cont.) 

VIOLIN, VIOLA AND CELLO PIANO (cont.) 

Harmonics - get as "disembodied" a tone as possible 
relate to CELLO ? pitch range and dynamics 

PIANO ·-

0 e O o..-. 
)(-0 ,c.- ')( ""- .,_ arrange a set of harmonics in the 

high register. Take time to let 
them sing. Allow them to be very 
expressive and "spun out". 

color changes: use sul tasto, m.o. & pont. 
flat & angled bow 
changes in bow speed/pressure 

ARIADNEMUSIC is played entirely within the case. 
The diagram attached shows exactly which two 
playing areas are used in this piece: 

\) 

a "colored noise" rumble by stirring the mallet over 
the very low strings. Sound should not build until the 
end of the sequence toward the end of which it is possible 
to vie with the bowed cymbal for loudness. CONDUCTOR will 
cue this build if it works with what the cymbal is doing. 

ffeAV'f (<~J{fi,) 
PERCUSSION --____ / 
2 6411 Ziljian cymbals 

1J;ii!,(e ~mh4-( 
fi{fe,w,~q: 

2 bass bows (synthetic hair) 
(cue. oAff r=ir,) 
Cymbal stand with long bolt/screw 
top, 3 felt rounds, 2 metal rounds 

2.f_½ •) superball s on metal rods •/ / 
(small exacto knives work well) • 

The most comfortable way to play is by adjusting the stand 
so that the cymbals are just above the lap. Player can 
lean forward and bow at a comfortable arm level. 

The bowing action is up and down, as though one were cross­
country skiing. In this case, the bowing "stride" should 
aim for "two strokes= 80 m.m." It is important to relax 
and breath while bowing. (see@) 
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