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RUTH LOMON
TERRA INCOGNITA

ORCHESTRATION

2 flutes (FL.) Percussion (PERC)
Piccolo (picc) High Cymbal (cym)
2 oboes (0B, Triangle (TRI.)
2 clarinets (cL) Woodblock (w.B.)
Bass Clarinet (Bs. cL) Wood (wind) chime (cHIMES)
2 bassoons (BSN.) Snare drum (s.p.)
4 horns in F (HN) Tenor drum (1.0.)
3 trumpets in C (TpPT) Bass drum (B.D.)
3 trombones (TRB) High tom-tom (HIGHT.T)
TRB. 3 is bass trombone Vibraphone (vVIBES)
Tuba Xylophone (xyL)
Timpani Glockenspiel (GLOCK)
Timpani (TIMP) Celesta/Piano

Harp

Strings

Note: accidentals apply only to the notes they precede for the duration of the beat,
or in the case of ties, for the duration of the tie. However the parts have been
extracted using traditional notation for accidentals.

Notation for full score is at concert pitch except for the parts of the piccolo, double
bass, xylophone, glockenspiel and celesta.

Terra Incognita is episodic in structure. I would liken Terra Incognita to a
narrative of events which take place as we travel through an unknown land. Some
of the events are somber, others are lyrical, still others are quite fierce. There is a
strong element of parody throughout the piece. The vigorous rhythms and cross
rhythms bring us inevitably to a grand finale which sums up the forces presented
earlier on.

In the opening preamble there is a brief violin solo which is a quote from Witold
Lutoslawski with whom I studied briefly at Dartington College, England. It is
intended as a small tribute to an inspired and inspiring composer. The quote sets
the mood of the parodies to follow which are, for the most part, set in the brass
section.

Ruth Lomon

Terra Incognita is recorded by the Warsaw National Philharmonic Orchestra, for
Master Musicians collective (MMC). Other recordings of Ruth Lomon’s music
include Bassoon Concerto with the Prague Radio Symphony Orchestra (MMC) and
Songs of Remembrance recorded for Composers Recordings Inc. (CRI). She is
published by Arsis Press, Dorn Publications and Zimbel Press.

Since 1998 Ruth Lomon has been Composer and Resident Scholar in the Women’s
Studies Research Center, Brandeis University. She has had many grants and
residencies including the Bunting Institute/Harvard where she composed Songs of
Remembrance, a song cycle of settings of poetry of the Holocaust, and a research
grant from the Hadassah International Research Institute for her oratorio,
Witnesses. Her many commissions include Odyssey, a trumpet concerto composed
for Charles Schlueter, trumpet, and the Pro Arte Chamber Orchestra, Boston.
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