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THE TALISMAN



The Talisman

Scored for 2 clarinets, violin, viola, ‘cello and synthesizer, The Talisman
was commissioned by Boston based Dinosaur Annex in1989 with the
proviso that one component should be live electronics. The seven sounds
created with computer and Opcode Librarian and played from the
synthesizer have a symbiotic relationship with the live instruments. The
electronic sounds | wanted to use dictated the way | wrote for the live
instruments and, conversely, the qualities | wanted from the instruments
lead my search for a balanced electronic counterpart. The Talisman was
written for my daughter who was nursing a terminally ill child. You will
hear inflections of ‘hush little baby...” in the rocking motion of the strings
and in the viola which plays a full quote at the end of the piece.



THE TALISMAN

ihis work was commissioned by Dinosaur Annex, Boston

The forces:

B)L’ clarinet

B 2 and bass clarinet
Violin

Viola

Violoncello
synthesizer DX71I

The score i1s written at actual pitch.

An accidental effects only the nole it precedes with the
exception of ties and repeated notes.

J,’ raise lﬁtone
# raise %

| raise /4 tone
|

J tower ﬁtone

i
—
Ji; lower Atone
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