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Translation of the poems used in “de Laguna”, by Mercedes Otero
From the book Laguna, by Alberto Arvelo Ramos, a contemporary Venezuelan poet.

I- Introitus

The lagoon is not a mirror for us to vibrate, but the eye of the earth wishing to understand.

What is it that you want to tell me, tranquil and terrible pupil? Are you whishing me to drawn into your light
without clarity, into your understanding that either forgives nor understands?

Do you want me to quit being who | am to become pure water, run along with you, because of you, up to
the night?

Tell me what you are looking at! Tell me what | do not want you to see!

II- de Laguna
|

The moon is diferent from itself.

It ignores the breaking of the leaves.
Mounts, and rivers, and smiles

get deeper into not being.

Allis normal. The norm?

Loves undeserve each other.

But seeing you | understand
that in spite of the rain

you do not flow to ground
like adrizzle.

But | flow you and | know
that in spite of the stones
| drip into your fissures.

But | crack and listen
how implacable
silence is.

1

To know it should suffice

to know that something may be
without you.

But it is not enough.

Il ~ Recitativo
| am ready for your threat.

| accept and call upon
your calcinating anger.

| am disposed
for the purity of your nails.

For you to pull shreads of silence
away from me.

For you to torn apart my interior woods.
To denude me like a stone. To unroot the fibers of my pasture.

| am ready for the sharp tiger of your eyes.
| know a black moming in your gray.

| know dawn, the fullmoon morning, the dark moon of your echoes, the tenderness that wounds more than
the invisible moons. | know your caim. The tenebrous blue of your joy.



La laguna no es espejo para que uno se vibre. Sino
el ojo de la tierra que quiere comprendernos.

,Qué me dices, pupila tranquila y terrible? ¢(Deseas
gue me hunda en tu luz sin claridad, en tu compren-
sidn que ni perdona ni comprende?

;,Que deje de ser yo mismo para volverme agua pura,
correr contigo, por ti hasta la noche?

iDime lo que me miras! {Dime lo que no quiero que
me mires!

Alberto Arvelo Ramos

de Laguna
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POEMA METAFISICO

I
La luna es distinta de si.
Desconoce las resquebrajaduras de las hojas.

Montes y rios y sonrisas
ahondan no ser.

Todo es normal ¢(La norma?
los amores se desmerecen.

Pero te miro y entiendo
que a pesar de la lluvia
no fluyes a tierra

como llovizna.

Pero te fluyo y sé
que a pesar de las piedras
goteo en tus rendijas.
Pero me agrieto y escucho
como es implacable
el silencio.

IT
Para saber bastaria
saber que hay algo
que sea sin ti.

Pero no basta.

Alberto Arvelo Ramos

de Laguna
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RIESGO

Vengo dispuesto a tu desafio.

Acepto e invoco
tu ira calcinante.

Vengo dispuesto
a la pureza de tus uifias.

A que me arranques
tiras de silencio.

A que destroces mis bosques interiores.

A que me desnudes, como una piedra. A que desraices
las hebras de mi pasto. '

Vengo dispuesto al tigre afilado de tus ojos.
Conozco una mafiana negra en tu gris.

Conozco el amanecer, la mafiana de plenilunio, la
luna oscura de tus ecos, la ternura que hiere mds

que las lunas invisibles. Conozco tu calma. El azul
tenebroso de tu alegria.

Alberto Arvelo Ramos

de Laguna
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