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ALEX

for oboe, viola, and digital accompaniment
commissioned by Kimberly Fredenburgh and Kevin Vigneau

Program Note

it's endless weeping
one slowly descending tear at a time
carefully hidden from view

with a hint of tenderness
hovering in the sweet echoes of lullaby

but mostly it's thunder and rigor and passionate commitment
for nothing more than a
single moment of connection

and an unremarkable knowing
that somewhere the weeping has stopped

Special thanks to the artists and producers of the CD The Thula Project: An Album of
South African Lullabies. The digital accompaniment for Alex incudes short excerpts
from 3 of the cuts on the CD - Homolela Ngwanaka, Umlolozelo and Rhaliweni.

Performance Notes

* Tune lowest string on the viola to A2 (1.5 octaves below Middle C) for the
duration of the piece.

* Accidentals apply to one note only.

The opening cue on the tape is a loud pounding sound (very loud raindrops
actually) and signified with three downward strokes on the tape staff.
Notation for oboe multiphonics held longer than a quarter note are provided
for the player’s convenience - they can be changed as long as the top note
sounds as written. Shorter multiphonics can be determined by the player.

* Strive for equal balance of volume between viola and oboe.

* Note the large phrases in the piece and play accordingly.
* Emphasize all sforzandos.
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