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Dreaming Fire, Tasting Rain (1998) for flute (piccolo), clarinet (bass clarinet), violin, cello and 
piano was written while I was working on my Ph.D at Princeton University.  The Nash Ensemble 
of London premiered the work at Princeton that year.  The images of fire and rain translated into 
a variety of musical textures – sometimes serene and sometimes jagged and thorny. In the 
opening,  heterophonic or layered melodies surge and then subside.  A middle section begins 
with the lonely sound of the piccolo against spiky cello pizzicati and then builds to a driving 
pulsed rhythm.  The music then eases into a lyrical cello melody against a background of rolling 
piano chords and flute and violin countermelodies.  Various scales are employed in quasi-tonal 
harmonic formations. 
 
The piece has been performed at Princeton University (1998), Oberlin College Conservatory 
(2000), University of Maryland Baltimore County (2004, 2018) and the Heidelberg College 
Festival of Women (2005).  
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Dreaming Fire, Tasting Rain - Performance Notes 
 
Dreaming Fire, Tasting Rain was premiered by the Nash Ensemble at Princeton University in 
2002 and revised in 2018. 
 
Clarinet in Bb doubles on Bass Clarinet.  If that instrument isn’t available, the part can be played 
an octave higher.  Corrected part will be supplied. 
 
Accidentals apply within the measure. 
 

Stemless notes are to be performed freely as fast as possible in any order and for the 
duration indicated by the extent of the bold line.    
 

 
Flute and Clarinet 
 
Tongue ram (Fl) 

 
 
Timbral trill – trill alternative fingerings for indicated note. 

 
Piano - Inside piano – depress notes between G#4-B4 silently.  Play those pitches on 

keyboard, striking firmly because the sound will be muted. 
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