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Reb Levi Yitzhak of Berditchev (1740–1809) was a prominent Chasidic rabbi in what is present-
day Ukraine.  The Chasidic sect of Judaism emphasizes joy, music and  mystical union with 
God.  Dudeleh is a beloved Yiddish prayer that I have set to my own melody and is part of a 
larger work for chorus, harp, organ and percussion.  Yiddish is strongly related to medieval 
German with a great deal of Hebrew, and spoken widely by Eastern European Jews and now in 
Chasidic communities throughout the world as well as by secular Jews. Du is the familiar form 
of ‘you’ and Dudeleh is an affectionate intensification of the pronoun, that would be used with a 
beloved spouse, child or friend.    
 
Text in Dudeleh 
 
Reeboynoy shel oylam, dudeleh. 
Ich vill dir a dudeleh zingen, du, du, du. 
Ayeh emtzo-echah, v’ayay lo emtzo-echah. 
Az vu ich gai du, uv vu ich shtay, du,  
Rock du, nor du, wieder over du, du du? 
Mizrach du, maariv du, daroom du, tsafon du, du, du. 
 
Reeboynoy shel oylam, dudeleh. 
Vu kan ich dir ja gefinen, un vu kan ich dir nisht, nisht, nisht, gefinen? 
Az vu ich gey, az vu ich shtey, du, du, du. 
Shamayim du, eretz du, Mailoh du, matah du. 
 
Master of the universe,  
I want to sing you a song, you, you, you, 
Where are you and where are you not? 
Wherever I go, wherever I stay,  
Only du, always you. 
To the east, you, to the west, you, to the south, to the north, you.  
 
Master of the universe,  
Where can I find you and where can I not, not, not find you? 
Wherever I go, wherever I stay, you-- 
In the heavens, you, on the earth you,  
Above, you, below, you. 
To the east, you, to the west, you. Jah! 
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