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hag riding, composed for Umbilicus Percussion Quartet, is based on two poems by Lucille
Clifton, the late and highly honored poet, who spent part of her career in Maryland. The two
poems, hag riding and auction street, are vivid and direct. I have attempted to capture her fierce
art in these settings featuring one player who is a speaking percussionist. I am grateful to Tom
Goldstein for his encouragement and to Shelly Purdy who premiered the spoking percussionist
part. Umbilicus premiered the piece at the University of Maryland BaltimoreCounty (UMBC)
Livewire Festival 4, 2013, and played it at The Parlor (Baltimore), also in 2013 and again in
2018 at the Livewire Festival 9 at UMBC.

hag riding

why

is what 1 ask myself

maybe it is the afrikan in me

still trying to get home

after all these years

but when i wake to the heat of morning
galloping down the highway of my life
something hopeful rises in me

rises and runs me out into the road

and i lob my fierce thigh high

over the rump of the day and honey
iride iride

auction street

consider the drum.

consider auction street

and the beat throbbing up through our shoes,
through the trolley

so that it rides as if propelled

by hundreds, by thousands

of fathers and mothers

led in a coffle to the block.

consider the block,

topside smooth as skin

almost translucent like a drum
that has been beaten

for the last time

and waits now to be honored
for the music it has had to bear.
then consider brother moses,
who heard from the mountaintop:
take off your shoes,

the ground you walk is holy.

From The Terrible Stories published by BOA Editions Ltd. (1996), and used with their permission.



Notes - The Clifton Poems for Percussion Quartet

In this piece, Perc. 4 is the principal speakerof the text, though all the players have occasional moments when they also speak. The speech line is below each instrumental staff.
The piece begins with an introduction, then proceeds to the setting for "hag riding," an interlude, and then "auction street".

Drum sticks played vs. each other
by each player, vs. another player's,

or overhead (O.H.) as specified.
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May be I ride
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Drumsticks O.H.
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Perc 1 & 2
face each other w/ raised sticks.
Perc 1 strikes

3 opposite sticks of Perc 2 . 9
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Let stick drop w/ 1 hand
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firee, wild improv on all instruments while still letting voice of Perc 4 be Let stick drop
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as if pro-pelled by hun-dreds by thou-sands of mo thers of  fa-thers led in a cof-fle to  the block! Con - si-der the
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clapper for a continuum
Mime with force between rattle and pitch)
o —

Flex
(rub finger up and down
136 Erratic tremolo-alternate + and 0 4 4

Gong (R. Hand)
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block!  top-side smooth as skin al-most trans-lu - cent like adrum  that has been beat en___ beat-en_ beat-en__ beat en_ for the last_ time(mm) for the last_ time_(mm)
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e oo, == TR == == = == e m——— = -
e o ot et et o e e s i e A e — 'ﬂbﬁ%
nyr == Ssss————————————— g T rerSrLrE =
\—/
SNSe— — —_—
r rpe —— poco__——— E—
To
ﬂ7 \_.P J J | o i - | - | - | - | - | - |
§ R . S, T T T T T 1
(for the last__ time) Random selection of instruments, varying
+and o
O.H.
ot X X X X M
| ]
===
i)
-
p
To
U2 e I EN I R S . ; . ; . ; . ; . ; .
[ . 1 T T T T T 1
(for the last__ time)
Random selection of instruments, varying
+and o Maracas
s o —lnnnl=—aliaxilli=—alans ==l ins S PR mpulnas
N—2 < 7 2 - S S S S S S S A S S A O B ]
| | —) S | I —— I —— I —— -
4 ¢ I 1 ] \ 1 1 ] \ 1 -
PP —  poco___——— <mf>—
To
2200 e 20 IS S RO S S . ; . ; . ; . ; . ; .
§ R 1 T T T T T 1
(for the last__ time)
Random selection of instruments, varying
+and o
s =B NaapiE B _ B _ Eoucil___Namn T e T ek === ¢
j:lj < ¥ - 1 I s g L L D
V\ 7 rS \ ! ! \ ! ! o %ﬁ%
yv4 —— poco___—_——fF—— <:mf ———
,J & i - - - - - -




July 17,2013 version

21

Play Cymb. while holding

Maracas
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metal beater

Gong beater (freely slide) etc. sim. Gong beater
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poem: Then con- sid - er Bro-ther Mo - ses who heard from the moun - tain top take off your shoes the ground s ho - ly!



