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Text for Hildegard's Prologue
(an alternation of Latin and English)

Ecce quadragisimo tertio temporalis
cursus mei anno

In the forty-third year of my life, my earthly journey,
I saw a heavenly vision

Cum celesti visioni magno timore tremula intentione inherem
Vidi maximum splendorum
In quo facta est vox de celo ad me dicens
O homo fagilis

O fragile man and woman
Ash of ashes
Decay of decays

Dice et scribe que vides et audis
Say and write what you speak and hear!

NOTE: When one vowel is connected to another by the arrow ( ------ > ), please
smoothly ellide from one sound to the next.
Grace notes begin on the beat and are relaxed, especially from M. 117 on.

Pronunciation: Please use Liturgical Latin pronunciation
Pure vowels
qu=kw (gue is kweh)

C followed by e = ch ( as in celeste, celo, dicens,)
c=ck (hard c) in cum, ecce
magno=mag-no
g=dj (as in fagilis)

This piece was commissioned by the Urban Sky Consort in 1996 for the 1998 Celebration
of Hildegard's 900th Anniversary of her Birth . Many thanks for Jo Scheier for her
interest and support in this project, and to Richard Tang Yuk for his helpful suggestions.
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