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ICE SONG

| had been reading about the Inuit, shamanism among the Inuit and the powerful social commentary ESKIMOS,
CHCANOS, INDIANS, VOLUME IV OF CHILDREN IN CRISIS by Robert Coles as | thought about writing a piece for
singer Isabelle Ganz to perform at the MusicAlaskaWomen Festival in 1992. However, it was the specific poem below

from an anthology of poetry by Jerome Rothenberg' which immediately ignited the piece. | often think about the
woman described below and offer this piece in her honor.

HUNGER (excerpt) by Samik

Once during the winter famine

a woman gave birth to a child

while people lay round about her dying of hunger.
What could the baby want with life here on earth?
And how could it live when its mother herself

was dried up with starvation?

So she strangled it and let it freeze.

And later on ate it to keep alive -

Then a seal was caught and the famine was over,
so the mother survived.

But from that time on she was paralysed

because she had eaten a part of herself.

This is what can happen to people,

We have gone through it ourselves

And know what one may come to, so we do not judge them.
And how would anyone who has eaten his fill and is well

be able to understand the madness of hunger?

We only know that we all want so much to live!

1Jerome Rothenberg, SHAKING THE PUMPKIN:Traditional Poetry of the Indian North Americas, University of New Mexico Press, 1986.
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