
Remembering
for 

Mezzo Soprano,
piano

&
fixed media

Anna Rubin



Notes 
Remembering for mezzo soprano, piano and fixed media is a meditation on the 
horrors of World War II.  It is in three major sections.  The two outer sections are 
accompanied by electronic sounds.  The first part is dominated by word fragments 
which are gradually revealed to be names of concentration camps and other sites 
of horror.  The middle section is without electronic sounds and is a setting of the 
Jewish prayer for the dead, the Kaddish and is in the original Hebrew.  The last 
section again features electronic sounds and brings resolution to the work.  
 
The fixed media portion is available from the composer at airubin@umbc.edu.  A 
recording featuring Judith Kellock, mezzo soprano and Karl Paulnack, piano is 
available on Music from SEAMUS, Vol. 1 (©2017) and available for streaming on 
Apple Music and other platforms. 
 
 
Performance Notes 

 
Free glissandi 
 
 

 
Transition smoothly between sounds 
 
 

 
Repeat ‘d’s over two beats;  accelerating and then slowing down figures within time of beat(s) 
shown 
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Spoken text 
 
 

 
Stems show intervening beats. 
 
 

 
Exaggerated trill going slightly above and slightly below initial tone. 
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Text 
 
The first part of the piece uses word fragments in both the fixed media portion and the singer’s 
text.  These fragments gradually form the names of concentration camps and sites of horror 
during World War II.   The last part includes the Kaddish prayer, the Jewish remembrance 
prayer for the dead. 
 
Pronunciation – ‘ch’ is guttural as in the German, ‘Ich’ 
Vowels are open –  
When a consonant is followed by a ‘ mark, assume a non-accented syllable with the consonant 
sung with a Shewa. 
 
Yitgadal, v’yitkadash sh’may raba, 
B’almah div’ra chirutay, 
V’yam-lich mal-chu-tay, 
B’chai-yay-chon un’yo-mey-chon 
Oov’chayay d’chal bate Ysrael, bate Ysrael, 
Ba-a-galah oovizman kareev v’yimeroo Ah-mane. 
 
Y’hay shmay rabah m’vorach l’alom ool’ahlmay almayah. 
Yitbarach v’yishtabach v’yitpa-ar v’yit-nah-say, 
V’yithadar v’yitahleh sh’may d’kud’shah, b’rich hoo. 
 
L’aylah meen cal birchatah v’shirahtah 
Toosh b’chatah v’nechmahtah 
Da-ahmeeran b’almah v’yimroo Ah-mane. 
 
Y’hay shlamah rabah meen sh’mahyah 
V’chayim ah-laynoo v’al cal Yisrael v’im’roo Ah-mane. 
 
Osay shalom bimromahv, hoo ya-asay shalom, 
Ah-lay-noo v’al kol Yis-ra-el v’al yoshvay te-vel 
V’-im-roo Ah-mayn. 
 
Translation: 
Let God’s name be made great and holy in the world that was created as God willed. May God 
complete the holy realm in your lifetime, in your days and in the days of all the house of Israel, 
quickly and soon. And say – Amen. 
 
May God’s great name be blessed, forever and as long as worlds endure. 
 



May it be blessed and praised and glorified and held in honor, viewed with awe, embellished 
and revered; and may the blessed name of holiness by hailed, though it be higher than all the 
blessings, songs, praises and consolations that we utter in this world. And Say Amen.   
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