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Program note 
German Jewish poet and Nobel laureate Nelly Sachs created a unique body of work 
commemorating the Holocaust.  She  and her mother managed to flee Germany on the last flight 
allowed out of Germany to Sweden and lived there for the rest of her life.   In “Nacht der 
Nächte,” Sachs manages in a few lines to express an enormous depth of loss and desolation with 
the hope of eventual redemption.  I have made my own translation of the poem and included 
some German from the poem because of the unique vividness of the poet’s language.  The 
musical language of the piece is veers towards and away tonality and exploits many pianistic 
colors.    
 
Night of Nights – German poem by Nelly Sachs, English interpretation by Anna Rubin 
 
Night fell - a coffin full of black fire, 
Ein Sarg aus schwarzem Feuer- 
The red colors of amen, die roten Amenfarben, 
Enfolded themselves within, within the black fire. 
in this purple were rooted Teeth, hair and the flesh – a body –, in dieser purpur. 
A tree trembled in the wind of a ghost – im Geisterwind - 
Bright as light - Hellgesichtig - this fierce angel with one day on earth, 
its face brilliant and burning- – 
burst into fire, black fire. 
The flames – Die Flammen-- fled into the very soul of the living . 
Musik – Music rang through into the shape of resurrection. 
 
Original German text: 
 
Die Nacht war ein Sarg aus schwarzem Feuer 
Die roten Amenfarben der Gebete 
bestatteten sich darin 
In diesem Purpur wurzelten Zähne – Haare – und der Leib 
ein geschüttelter Baum im Geisterwind 
Hellgesichtig – dieser Eintags-Cherab 
zündete sich an 
Die Flammen im Adernetz 
liefen alle ihrer Deutung zu 
In der Auferstehungsasche spielte Musik 
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