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Blue Jets Red Sprites (1996) by Lois V Vierk

The myriad timbres and expressive dynamics of the accordion have always been a wonder to me. The instrument's deep and powerful sounds, its
penetrating middle register with octave doublings, its high-pitched soft, fragile, colors are all full of interest and are gorgeous. Unlike a piano, where the
struck notes die away, an accordion held-note can dramatically or gently crescendo and decrescendo. Many kinds of accents and dynamic shapes are
possible. Dynamics make the music flow.

Blue jets and red sprites are two kinds lightning that flare at the outer limits of the earth's atmosphere. They flash high above a thunderstorm, appearing
over the part of the storm that is producing the most powerful cloud-to-ground lightening. One theory of jets and sprites holds that after a strong
lightening bolt there is an upward rush of electrons. As the electrons surge upward in a kind of upside down avalanche they eventually collide with
nitrogen molecules. This makes them glow blue or, at higher altitudes, flash bloodred.

These descriptions of visual and aural events were my starting points in writing the music.

Blue Jets Red Sprites was commissioned by Guy Klucevsek.



Lois V Vierk

BLUE JETS RED SPRITES

11/98

’A
% (7]
e

I
mf —— p

/A
| B
_

-

SEE—————
——
Il
T

@Y\’

O
)

AT
M
e ) actl
\.m_\w / \ ™Y
>#ﬁ+f (\ A~
’%r[y ||
& s
Yoo t
QL
)
[ JERE L
@en |
| )
r XY |
ﬁ il
.ri sttt
2 HH——
S 8
g | >
I ‘
2 | | ..
< il oR |
a o N
o = | i
B o
S & |l WL
2 3 k g eL 1
3-8
s L. @R
S o \|
2 TR i S
—

black note clutser

) W71
Ao
[
sub.
p

F % !
. e—
>p<llgf>p<r#/’

~—

3

a

e
. vp/mw o
1L ] .#'nmr,
A
1 nMJ L
)V
Bl X .mp =+ ||
3
2
3
[ P ae

e = =
N 2l j Lu_lm
' d q |

(

[ |
£y Aoy
~ 8

S
Ha
IVID pMJ LWLV
b a)za
.b[vl <
ineA R N ey
[ I JHE.
A (L]
’ & !
®
Yot / \ b -
el
| ﬁ 2
~Y .IM
~
\n? p
o - >
=e 3
3 Mifae /\ e
5 .u.<
]
2
] ol
=
E3
e NINEE
ae | Seey
v i
6 %
' H
lmﬂw SIS
- DNGe NGe

uni T
Q Mo
N | mp. f IR
~ o
-
| < A~
LS
(Il A
A o £MJ
L < umuw_v
WT \v/_e
\et] ngzm\
.mP »
?Im.nv ch ™
v
'Y 2
®
V
N
~
~A nMJ kY
K. N
Yot /\ zu11
< ifv
ool B b
®
. Sq e
T PMJ @IkWhV
Jo || P
o
Ll
e
on =
H '
LY
o) wet!
- DY I
&
V
T
qir
TR
e akai
“O|QLLL
o cepiet

|
——
e
—1

- o
gt
—f—="p

oP
mp

I
1
>

o

4 AWWI

p o 7

—— mf

=L

F

—p|
.

‘){.._

4= ‘..li,_o%_~, ba

-
I

~—

A —ha-
14

=

P R
9 I I -

p——mfl>p

—

—

- ﬁ:::j: g‘"_’fif

.

e
~—

mf 5;"< mf

2

—_—

1
T

T

£ SEBL)
3~ 7% o
1 g
\/
e o
[ VAN ,
L s
0
1 2R Ly
i rmJ 1y

19

3

le; :
o

2ol Serf_g

© 1996 Lois V Vierk (ASCAP)



Y

seeesecocee
ss0000000
==t i

=

Yoi v+ Yevvvesrrrrrie £ £ D

i

10— T

A

i i 0




{ e
A b
aml
I BIA
by
o~ “ﬂO
™ b
iy N
e hAJ
apee o
iR
He 4
HalZa
Ly
‘M.‘
L
T+
O
RN
[w.
| &
=

s I |

-

) )
' 1
3
rg A
| .
,,ul, maf >

4 %
\»\ / m B

s

ool |

N 1./

|

~

— ppp—— p ———PPP ———— P

S ieii e

1
_

T

=]
beive
P

o

7y

s+ 34

—
=4

t

PV ddddddaddadidi s's

¥
S S S———




100

"
™
L ]

2

ai ]
S 1

> |
W ]
LS | |
.V< i
LG |
: i
ﬂ'..wm i
i
Dl -
B ]
" 1
] B
Y 0
) < [®

—

—

T

mp —___————

[ 1
| 1

k *l

*
b8
hid

—_

iSogogo S0 2o 3

4
nt

H

1
1

rp

e

LY

12

L 4
PP — M’y

el e
H $A H $A
Heteh th' A
L 3
L ]

o _
A ch $A
H ey

Al lr..-
H oA .F..)
i SuN
3 m
\ b .
reN & $A
o oD
TeA A
¥TeA Hp:
3
L J
' o e
3 $A

b

A

A

) el S < S

T

mp

prp

-4



1
1
o
A 4

mp ————T pp

(o ]

— PP

1

—]
IR

IAY
mp

174

JIY
}

L)

.

A d

cresc.

i —

=

{

I

g

mp

mp < mf —
$ &

s

o1 e

I

fs

1

s

o

s

ZV

gon® g

s

T

A

--5--

~

—_—==

¢ T

2L
p

n T T #g- P & [ ST WP

-
i

=

TS
| 4 RS“

mf
bl ,ﬁn'

‘R'l

126




Y

,.‘E D




SO I—

= eien : T == e——— :
- g — — S— -  S— = o bite S S a—-— F— ! %ﬁiﬁ T T — I i I
WS WS 5 8 P 8 Bl we e o e Mo 6 o4 o4 B e | = ——

—

Continue black-and-white-note clusters in L.H.

* I] means cluster, ad lib, black --7--

. . X ++ M black-note cluster, ad lib and white-note cluster, ad lib
and white, bass is the written pitch
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For performance questions please contact the composer:
Lois V Vierk
P.O. Box 2652
Times Square Stn.
New York, NY 10108
LVVVV@aol.com

www.LoisVVierk.com



