Small Shadow in the Desert

by Lois V Vierk

'for three clarinets

(3 clarinets in B-flat or
3 clarinets in A)
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Note: recording made in 1978 was of three clarinets in A.

For performance questions please contact the composer:
LVVVV@aol.com
www loisvvierk.com

Lois V Vierk

P.O. Box 2652

Times Square Stn.
New York, NY 10108



Small Shadow in the Desert (1978)
for 3 clarinets

by Lois V Vierk

When I wrote this piece I was a student at California Institute of the Arts, located a bit
north of Los Angeles. In those days whenever I had time, I'd go for a beautiful hike in a
nearby desert. In the middle of the day when the sun is directly overhead, the shadows of
the plants and rocks and anything else that happens to be there are very small, and of
course it can be extremely hot. The intensity of the sound of three clarinets, especially
playing loudly in the high register, reminds me of being in unrelenting heat in the
gorgeous southern California desert.

In this short work, the three clarinets act together to produce what I call one "sound
shape". The elements of the sound shapes in this piece include dynamic glissandi and
held notes, crescendo/descrecendo patterns, and fast moving notes. Over the course of
the work, sound shapes flow from the extreme high register down through the mid-range
to the low register. Material is presented in imitative passages. Because the instruments
are of the same timbre, all melodic nuances are clearly audible.

This work was influenced by certain pieces of Gagaku, Japanese court music, which I
was studying and performing at the time in ensembles led by Gagaku master and UCLA
professor Suenobu Togi. In these particular pieces, several ryfiteki flutes (my instrument)
or several hichiriki double reeds play canons in free rhythm. A sound at once massive
and transparent is produced.

Note from 2018;

This work was originally the first movement of my 1978 composition Song for Three
Clarinets, which subsequently went through yet another renaming, Desert Heat. Finally I
settled on using the first movement only, with the title Small Shadow in the Desert. The
recording was made on April 16, 1978 at a concert of the Independent Composers
Association in their "Second Second Storey Series" at Larchmont Center, Los Angeles.
Clarinetists are Alan Solomon, Dave Ocker, Laurel Hall. For more information about
this concert check out the excellent blog Mixed Meters by Dave Ocker:
http://mixedmeters.com/2008/05/second-second-story-series-concert-one.html
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For performance questions please contact the composer

LVVVV@aol.com
loisvvierk@gmail.com

www.loisvvierk.com

Lois V Vierk
P.O. Box 4171
Monitor Station
West New York, New Jersey 07093



