Spin <2

forxr 2 pianos

by Lois ¥ Vierk



For Ursula Oppens and Frederic Rzewski

Commissioned by Concert Artists Guild, University of lowa, Los Angeles County Museum and Bang
On A Can Festival, with funds awarded by the Meet The Composer/Reader's Digest Commissioning
Program, in partnership with the National Endowment for the Arts and the Lila Wallace-Reader's
Digest Fund.



spin 2 Lois V Vierk
Inside 1l .

Let all sounds ring, inside the piano.

Roman numerals on the staff mean play inside the piano, on the strings. The numerals refer to the segment of the strings, as separatd by the braces.
"I" is the lowest segment, "II" is the next lowest, etc.
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No exact pitches are notated. This figure would mena, in the second segment from the bottom, glissando from the lowest strings
up to the highest, then down to about the middle of the segment.

All string glisses are done with fingernails.

_ _ _
= | : = :
[ | 1 B [ |
v v v

Hit the strings hard with the palm or side of hand. You may have to work to make this sound come out.

Keyboard
- be | |
= == £ 3
means (all the white keys between A and E)
i i Black note gli k . .
White note gliss on keys ack note BHSS on Keys All pitches on keyboard are precisely notated.
Do not improvise any pitches!

Sound reinforcement

Each piano must be close-miked, with two mikes on each instrument, close to the piano strings. Sound reinforcement is to be through a
high-quality stereo system. The object of this is 1) to bring out the inside-the-piano sounds(which do not carry well) and
2) to provide clarity between the two instruments since their sounds are very dense. It is not to make the piece overly loud.



Spin 2

Amplification Instructions

This piece should be amplified, using a stereo sound system. Two microphones are required for each piano. They are
placed over the piano strings, one covering the high register, one the low.

Regardless of the size and resonance of the hall this piece benefits from amplification. Think of it as sound
reinforcement, not as amplification for volume. The music is dense. A little sound reinforcement will give clarity
and directionality to the sounds.



Pro notes

Astrophysicist Stephen Hawking describes a "spin 2" subatomic particle as one which has the same orientation in space after it is spun ’ghrough 180
degrees, half a rotation. An arrow with an arrowhead at each end illustrates this idea, as does the visual image of two grand pianos facing each other
with a pianist at each keyboard. As far as this piece is concerned, the concept of "spin 2" also has to do with the sounds themselves. For example, the
middle section of the work contains phrases made up of many single, fast, high-pitched and high energy notes. The sounds are reiterated mto
symmetrical musical phrases. I hear these little pieces of sound as spinning through space, flying from one instrument to the other, combining and
recombining with each other to gain new shape and direction.

My work Spin 2 begins almost as a piece for 2 percussion instruments, first completely inside the pianos, hitting and strumming the strings, and then
moving on to the lowest pitches of the keyboard, playing them loudly and broadly. Gradually pitch content and harmonic movement become apparent
as the interlocking piano phrases sweep upward to the highest keys, and to a lyric middle section. The work ends with dynamic trills and tremolos,
expanding the instrumental register.
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