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Cello

Entire piece is NON VIBRATO, except improvisation in 1st movement where vibrato is ad lib.
All glissandi should be played on one string, not crossing strings.

Use entire note value for each glissando.

—T &

2 E/

Articulate each 32nd note while glissing.

Cello and Piano

Bring out all glissandi. They are not just "ornaments".

For performance questions please contact the composer:

Be careful to play all dynamics exactly as written, exactly where written.
LVVVV@aol.com
loisvvierk@gmail.com

www.loisvvierk.com

"""" o o N N o o Lois V Vierk
A high quality stereo sound reinforcement system is required, with both P.OO.1}s30x 4116 ;1
instruments close-miked. The object is clarity of sound (not a high Monitor Station

volume level). West New York, New Jersey 07093



Words Fail Me
(2005) by Lois V Vierk

for cello and piano
2 movements

1 wrote the melody for the first movement of Words Fail Me soon after September 11, 2001. My family and | had watched horrid events of that day “live” out
our apartment window, as thousands of people were murdered before our eyes when the World Trade Center was shot down. It happened just across the
Hudson River from where we live in NJ. It is an image | will never ever forget, of smoke and dust drenching lower Manhattan in a horrible white cloud of
debris that used to be a building vibrant with the energy of many living, breathing people.

After spending weeks in a kind of daze | eventually picked up musical sketches for cello and piano that | had been working on before 9/11. The materials in
those sketches seemed so irrelevant that | threw everything away. Then | wrote simple music. There is room for some improvisation. There are many piano
phrases in the first movement where one note is held down so that this sound rings through the fast notes, which disappear. The ringing notes signify the
memory of the huge buildings that had disappeared before my eyes.

The second movement is made up of dense instrumental textures and is dynamic and rhythmic. It builds relatively simple phrases into more complex
statements, which develop into a high energy climax. It's first of all an expression of the horror of the event - the people, the buildings, all destroyed in little
more than an instant. Beides that, it's an an acknowledgement of reality, making it ultimately possible to move from numbness and debilitating sadness to
the possibility of feeling and acting and going on. This piece is meant as a tribute to the victims and to the people of greater New York City, as well as to all
people anywhere who survive tragedy and disaster and go on with life with great resolve.
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